‘i‘
— N
Representation

Hamburg | vumos:

HRM Newsletter - November 2024

HAMBURG HIGHLIGHTS

The latest updates from the Hanseatic City of Hamburg

Renovation and Expansion of Freiluftschule
Wohldorf

Hamburg's Freiluftschule Wohldorf will undergo
significant renovations and expansions to
modernize facilities and enhance learning
environments, prioritizing sustainability and
accessibility. The project aims to preserve the
school's unique open-air education approach while
providing state-of-the-art amenities.

Streets in Hamburg are being renamed

Long standing demands from civil society,
organisations, and descendants of the colonised
has pushed the senate to rename two streets in the
district Ohlsdorf of Hamburg to victims of colonial
rule in Namibia or who resisted colonial injustice.

Warm Air Causes Snowmelt in Hamburg

Unseasonably warm temperatures in Hamburg
have led to rapid snowmelt, impacting
transportation and weather conditions, with
forecasts predicting milder days ahead. Authorities
are monitoring the situation to mitigate flooding
risks and ensure public safety during this
unexpected weather shift.
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Daimler Buses to be the sole supplier of E-
buses for the next 5 years

Daimler Buses have been confirmed by the
Hamburger Hochbhahn AG as the sole supplier of
350 Mercedes-Benz eCitaro and eCitaro G for the
next 5 years. The new eCitaro buses are modern
and have sustainable features that go hand-in-
hand with the emission free plans of the
Hochbahn.
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MOIN MOIN AND NAMASTE!

Dear Readers,

As we move through the cool and crisp this autumn, the November edition of the Newsletter brings
you the latest news and highlights from Hamburg. This month, Hamburg continues to impress with
its strides in sustainability, education, healthcare, infrastructure, and international collaborations.
We at the Hamburg Representation Mumbai are excited to share the latest updates from this
vibrant city.

On the sustainability front, Hamburg Airport has enhanced its e-mobility initiatives with new
charging stations and incentives for eco-friendly travel, furthering its goal of carbon neutrality by
2030. The city's Freiluftschule Wohldorf begins its much-awaited renovation and expansion to
modernize facilities while preserving its unique open-air education model. Additionally,
Hamburg's funding programs for urban innovations highlight its commitment to green spaces,
energy efficiency, and smart city solutions.

Healthcare and education also take center stage this month. Children's hospitals in Hamburg are
preparing for the cold and flu season with increased resources, while ambulatory care services see
arise in demand, emphasizing the city's focus on accessible healthcare. In education, Hamburg
has introduced tailored student support models. The Hamburg Authorities have shown their
willingness to listen to its peoples demands by renaming two streets in the Ohlsdorf district of
Hamburg. Internationally, Hamburg and Vancouver have signed an MoU to collaborate on
alternative fuel bunkering, strengthening their shared commitment to decarbonizing the maritime
sector.

As the festive season approaches, Hamburg's cinemas feature a diverse line-up of films for all age
groups, while the city's Christmas markets prepare to transform itinto a magical winter
wonderland. From mulled wine and handcrafted gifts to live performances and family-friendly
activities, these markets perfectly embody the city's holiday spirit.

Stay connected with us on LinkedIn and Instagram for more insights and updates about this
dynamic city and our ongoing partnerships. Dive into the full articles to uncover the details behind
these headlines and more. Enjoy reading!
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HAMBURG UPDATES

Good Governance Award 2024

Hamburg and Schleswig-Holstein have received the 2024
Good Governance Award for their exemplary policies in
fostering transparency, efficiency, and innovation in
public administration. This recognition highlights their
commitment to setting benchmarks for modern
governance practices in Germany.

Hamburg’s Student Support Model

Hamburg has introduced a model aimed at boosting
student success through tailored educational programs,
providing individualized support to address diverse
learning needs. The initiative includes mentorship
opportunities and expanded extracurricular activities to
ensure holistic development.

Hamburg Airport Supports E-Mobility

Hamburg Airport has introduced new measures to
promote e-mobility, including additional charging
stations and incentives for eco-friendly travel,
underscoring its commitment to sustainability. These
initiatives align with the airport's broader goal of
achieving carbon neutrality by 2030.

Hamburg Funds Innovations for a More Liveable City

New funding initiatives in Hamburg aim to drive urban
innovations, focusing on green spaces, energy
efficiency, and enhancing city liveability through smart
solutions. The funding also supports collaborations
between public institutions, start-ups, and researchers
to create a more sustainable urban future.
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| Increase in Ambulatory Care Services in Hamburg

The number of individuals receiving ambulatory care in
Hamburg has risen significantly, reflecting the growing

highlights the city's focus on aging-friendly policies and
strengthening healthcare accessibility.
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HRM SPOTLIGHT

India Week, a celebrated event that highlights the
vibrant cultural, economic, and political ties
between India and Hamburg, is set to return on
the 23" to the 29" of June 2025. This biennial
event showcases a wide array of activities,
including art exhibitions, business forums, and
panel discussions, fostering deeper engagement
between the two regions. India Week provides a
unique platform to explore collaborative
opportunities in trade, culture, and sustainable
development, further strengthening Indo-German
relations. The 2025 edition promises to continue
this tradition, expanding on the success of

previous years.

HRM ACTIVITIES

Sagarmanthan: The Great Oceans Dialogue

The HRM represented the Port of Hamburg at the
Sagarmanthan: The Great Oceans Conference that
took place on the 18" and 19" of November in
New Delhi. It was a platform for global leaders,
policymakers, industry experts, and academics to
discuss and collaborate on key issues related to
the maritime domain. The two day conference
successfully brought together diverse
stakeholders to discuss critical maritime issues.
The key themes of this dialogue were Blue
Economy, Maritime Logistics, Ports, Shipping, Waterways, Critical Minerals, Diversified Supply
Chains, Global Maritime Economy and Training and Labour Standards. It paved the way for future
collaborations and initiatives to ensure the sustainable and equitable development of the global
oceans.
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HAMBURG INSIGHT

Weihnachtsmarkt: A Winter Wonderland

Hamburg’s Christmas markets bring festive cheer
to the city, transforming it into a winter
wonderland with twinkling lights, cozy stalls, and
seasonal delicacies. From the historic charm of
the Rathausmarkt Christmas Market to the quirky
St. Pauli Christmas Market with its alternative
vibe, each market offers a unique experience.

} b S Visitors can enjoy handcrafted gifts, mulled wine,
and local treats Whlle soakmg in the holiday atmosphere. Family-friendly attractions like the fairy-
tale ship at Jungfernstieg delight children, while markets such as the HafenCity Christmas Market
combine modernity with tradition.

Many markets also host live performances, ice-skating rinks, and interactive workshops, ensuring
entertainment for all ages. The historic district of Speicherstadt adds a magical backdrop to the
festivities, blending Hamburg’s heritage with the joy of the season. These markets not only support
local artisans but also attract visitors from around the world, boosting the city’s tourism. Together,
they create a warm and vibrant holiday season, making Hamburg an unmissable destination
during Christmas.

Source : https://mostlyfoodandtravel.com/hamburg-christmas-markets/
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FROM THE INTERNS DESK

India-Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations 2024

Hey there! I’'m Vaishnavi Keer, an intern at the Hamburg Representation Mumbai, and a part of my
Internship responsibilities this month was to summarize the India-Germany Inter-Governmental
Consultations that took place in October 2024. Which is why, in this months ‘From the Interns Desk’
section of the Newsletter, we’ll explore key topics of discussions at the IGC 2024, the agreements
between India and Germany and joint statements provided by both the countries.

The 7th India-Germany Intergovernmental Consultations in October 2024 marked a significant
strengthening of strategic ties between the two nations, with detailed discussions and
commitments across numerous fields. The leaders of both the countries, Mr. Narendra Modi, the
Indian Prime Minister and Mr. Olaf Scholz, the German Chancellor comprehensively reviewed the
progress made in India-Germany strategic partnership in the areas of defence, security, technology
and innovation, energy, green and sustainable development. To expand and elevate the India-
Germany relations, new initiatives in areas of Al, semi-conductors and clean energy were taken.

Here’s a comprehensive overview of IGC 2024:
1. Partnership for a Sustainable Future

e Climate and Energy Cooperation: India and Germany reinforced their commitment to
combating climate change, emphasizing renewable energy and hydrogen technology. Both
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the sides signed the ‘Indo-German Hydrogen Roadmap’ agreement. They plan to co-invest
in solar and wind projects and further hydrogen-based energy systems.

e Green Development Initiatives: Joint ventures will be established to advance green urban
development, smart city technologies, and sustainable infrastructure. Both sides are
exploring ways to make supply chains more environmentally friendly, reducing carbon
footprints.

2. Relations between the European Union (EU) and India

e Germany pledged support for deeper EU-India relations, highlighting the need to finalize
the Free Trade Agreement, Investment Protection Agreement, and Geographical
Indications Agreement. The partnership aims to boost economic ties and facilitate smooth
trade and technology transfer.

e The leaders also emphasized the importance of the India-EU Trade and Technology
Council, which serves as a hub for advancing collaboration in tech and trade.

3. Security Cooperation and Global Challenges

e Ukraine Conflict: Both nations expressed grave concern over the ongoing Ukraine war,
calling for adherence to international law and emphasizing sovereignty and territorial
integrity. They also discussed the conflict's implications for global energy and food
security.

e Middle East and Terrorism: There was a strong condemnation of terror activities by Hamas
in October 2024. The leaders underscored the need for humanitarian assistance in Gaza
and reiterated their shared commitment to counterterrorism measures.

e Under ‘The Mutual and Legal Assistance Treaty in Criminal Matters’, this treaty facilitates
legal collaboration for investigating and prosecuting crime, including counter-terrorism,
enhancing judicial cooperation and sharing of intelligence and evidence.

4. Defence and Strategic Cooperation

e Indo-Pacific Security: Recognizing the strategic importance of the Indo-Pacific, India and
Germany agreed on increased maritime cooperation and support for a free and open
region in accordance with international law. Germany plans to deploy a permanent liaison
officer in India’s Information Fusion Centre for enhanced maritime monitoring,.

o Military and Peacekeeping: Expanded military collaboration includes defence industrial
partnerships, technology transfers, and joint research projects. Cooperation between their
respective UN Peacekeeping Training Centres was also discussed.

e Agreement on ‘Exchange and Mutual Protection of Classified Information’, a legal
framework for facilitating collaboration between Indian and German entities, with specific
guidelines for handling, protecting, and transmitting classified information.

5. Critical and Emerging Technologies

e Aslaid down by the ‘Roadmap on Innovation and Technology’, both countries are investing
in critical technologies like artificial intelligence (Al), quantum computing, and
cybersecurity. They will establish research hubs to foster innovation and technology
transfer.
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o Efforts will be made to regulate these emerging technologies responsibly, ensuring they
contribute to economic growth while mitigating risks.

6. Science, Research, and Innovation

e Academic and Research Ties: There will be an increase in academic exchanges and joint
research projects in sectors like biotechnology, space research, and renewable energy.
Scholarships and research grants will be expanded to facilitate student and scientist
mobility.

e Both parties signed a ‘Joint Declaration of Intent for Joint Co-Operation in Research and
Development on Advanced Materials’

e Space Cooperation: Both nations are collaborating on satellite technology, space
exploration, and remote sensing applications for climate monitoring.

7. Trade and Economic Collaboration

¢ India and Germany are committed to expanding bilateral trade, focusing on sectors like
automotive, renewable energy, and digital transformation. They also discussed creating
resilient and secure supply chains for critical goods.

e Thediscussions included measures to facilitate German investment in India and ways to
streamline regulatory frameworks for businesses.

8. Strengthening Labour Markets and Employment

e The new Fachkrafte Strategie outlines Germany's approach to addressing labour shortages
by easing immigration processes for skilled Indian professionals, especially in healthcare,
IT, and engineering. Programs for skills recognition and professional integration were
emphasized.

e ‘Joint Declaration of Intent in Field of Employment and Labour’ was signed

e According to the signed MoU of ‘Co-operation on Skill Development and Vocational
Education and Training’, there will be initiatives to enhance workforce training and ensure
mutual recognition of professional qualifications.

9. Mobility and People-to-People Ties

e Migration and Mobility Partnership: A new agreement was signed to make migration
between the two countries smoother, enhancing opportunities for students, researchers,
and professionals.

e Anagreement called the ‘Joint Declaration of Intent on the Indo-German Green Mobility
Partnership for all’. This partnership aims to make it easier for skilled Indian workers to find
employment in Germany.

e Cultural and Academic Exchanges: Efforts to deepen cultural understanding were
discussed, including joint cultural festivals, academic partnerships, and language
programs.
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10. Multilateral Cooperation (Zusammenarbeit mit Indien in multilateralen Foren)

e United Nations and Global Governance: Both nations stressed the importance of reforming
global institutions to reflect contemporary realities. India’s candidacy for a permanent seat
on the UN Security Council received German support.

e Coordination on Global Issues: Topics like cybersecurity, climate change, and sustainable
development were discussed, with both nations advocating for coordinated action in
multilateral forums like the G20 and BRICS.

11. Coordination of German India Policy (Koordinierung der deutschen Indien-Politik)

e Germany aims to ensure seamless integration of its India policy across federal and state
levels. A coordinated approach involving government ministries, economic actors, and civil
society is being developed to ensure effective bilateral engagement.

THANKYOU FOR READING AND STAY TUNED FOR MORE!
CONNECT WITH US!
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